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NOTE FROM ARTS ACHIEVE

This performance assessment was developed by staff from the Weil Music Institute at Carnegie Hall in conjunction with the New York City Department of Education’s Director of Music. This packet contains the student assessment booklet, proctor booklet, and rubrics used to score each task. 

The Arts Achieve assessments were developed for the specific purpose of measuring students’ overall achievement as a class. Results will reveal gaps in student learning and provide insight into how students can progress toward recognized standards. In this way, the assessment results can also be used to measure teacher effectiveness. It is NOT the intention for this assessment to be used to grade individual students. 

The Music assessments are crafted around the Core Music curriculum rather than skills acquisition on an instrument or vocal technique. Some of the artistic tasks, such as composition, are also written tasks. The assessments use imaginative settings to engage students in listening, analyzing, composing and transcribing music. Selections from diverse musical genres prompt the student responses. The Music assessments contain the following tasks:
Discipline-Based Performance Tasks
· Compose 

· Perform (a previously learned piece, or the phrase composed earlier in the assessment)

Written Performance Tasks
· Demonstrate recognition of elements and vocabulary of musical notation, such as tempo, clef, bar, time signature, note names, note values, and pitch relationships.

· Compose and notate a rhythmic or musical phrase.

· Identify, compare and contrast instrumentation, dynamics, mood, tempi and major/minor key in pieces of music.

· Match notation to music.

· Express and justify musical preferences and choices.

· Describe roles in music (performer, listener, composer, critic, arranger).

· Write about music with a particular purpose in mind (e.g., write a music review).

For the elementary school assessment, we chose a simple, public domain folk song with words.  We made sure the musical materials were limited to quarter and eighth notes. We selected Little Liza Jane. 

For Task 7, we looked for a contemporary recording of this folk song that was instrumental, so we could look more closely at the instrumentation and music literacy elements. We obtained the rights to use a recording by the Preservation Hall Jazz Band. While we are unable to provide this recording ourselves, this piece or comparable works can be found using other resources. For Task 9, a number of learning tracks were recorded by Carnegie Hall staff, one including vocals and one with only accompaniment.

While all of the Arts Achieve performance assessments are psychometrically validated and developed against recognized standards, instructors are encouraged to re-interpret and modify tasks to fit their own classes’ needs. We hope this assessment will be useful to your practice and your students! 

5th Grade Music Assessment
SCORE STUDY
Today you are going to prepare for a performance of the song “Little Liza Jane.” As a performer, first you have to study the music score.  Carefully study the music below and look for music symbols and vocabulary that you know. After 1 minute, you will answer questions about what you see in the music.
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Tasks 1 - 6
Now that you have had a chance to study this music, answer the following questions about what you see in the music. 

1. What is the tempo of this song?  __________________________________________________________

2. What is the time signature of this song? _________________________________________________

3. Draw a circle around the dynamic marking for forte. 

4. Look at the last measure of the song. An arrow is pointing to the double bar line. What does that symbol indicate?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Look at the circled notes below in this melody from “Little Liza Jane”. Are the circled notes steps, leaps, or do they stay the same? Write your answer in the spaces below using the words ‘step’ ‘leap’ or ‘same’. 
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6. Now it’s your chance to compose a rhythm to accompany this song. Compose two measures of rhythms.  Use notes and rests from the suggestion box below, or other notes and rests that you know.   Pay close attention to the time signature, and check your ‘music math’. Do not repeat measures.
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TASK 7:

In this task you will hear a recording of “Little Liza Jane” performed by the Preservation Hall Jazz Band. As you listen, fill in the chart below using music vocabulary to describe what you hear in the recording.  You will hear the song two times. 
	a. Name 2 instruments that you hear?
	1. _________________________________________

2. _________________________________________

	b. What dynamic do you hear?
	_________________________________________

	c. What tempo do you hear?
	_________________________________________


TASK 8: 
Listen to “Little Liza Jane” again. Describe the mood or feeling of this piece of music. Discuss how specific parts of the music you heard helped create mood. Use vocabulary from Task 7 and other music terms you have learned to support your answer.  Be sure to write complete sentences.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
TASK 9:

Now that you have listened to “Little Liza Jane” and studied the music score, we will learn to sing the song together. You’ll have a chance to practice it, and then you will perform in groups of four. For this task, use the music score that appears below. 
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ARTS ACHIEVE ASSESSMENT: 

MUSIC
PROCTOR Booklet – 5th Grade

Fall 2013

5th Grade Music Assessment

Students, please PRINT your name, school and class on the cover page. Look up when you have finished.
There will be a total of 9 tasks today and you will have 90 minutes to complete all of the tasks.  Your proctor or teacher will read directions to you, please listen carefully.  If you need to go back to the directions, they have been provided for you in each task.  

Use complete sentences where necessary, and always use music vocabulary that you know. 

There is a performance aspect to this assessment, and when you reach this point in the assessment, please wait patiently for the proctor. He or she will let you know when it is your turn to perform. 

Take your time with this assessment, read through every task carefully and stay focused on your activity at hand.  If you finish early, you may go back and review your work.

Good luck!
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SCORE STUDY
Today you are going to prepare for a performance of the song “Little Liza Jane.” As a performer, first you have to study the music score.  Carefully study the music below and look for music symbols and vocabulary that you know. After 1 minute, you will answer questions about what you see in the music.
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(After 2 minutes)

Please look up and turn to page 2. 
Tasks 1 - 6
Now that you have had a chance to study this music, answer the following questions about what you see in the music. 

7. What is the tempo of this song?  __________________________________

8. What is the time signature of this song? ____________________________

9. Draw a circle only around the dynamic marking for forte. 

10. Look at the last measure of the song. An arrow is pointing to the double bar line. What does that symbol indicate?

______________________________________________________________

11. Look at the circled notes below in this melody from “Little Liza Jane”. Are the circled notes steps, leaps, or do they stay the same? Write your answer in the spaces below using only the words ‘step’ ‘leap’ or ‘same’. 
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12. Now it’s your chance to compose a rhythm to accompany this song. Compose two measures of rhythms. Use notes and rests from the suggestion box below, or other notes and rests that you know.  Pay close attention to the time signature, and check your ‘music math’. Do not repeat measures.
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(After 10 minutes)

Please look up and turn to task #7. 
TASK 7:

In this task you will hear a recording of “Little Liza Jane” performed by the Preservation Hall Jazz Band. As you listen, fill in the chart below using music vocabulary to describe what you hear in the recording.  You will hear the song two times.

Play CD Track #1 – Little Liza Jane (Preservation Hall Jazz Band). Wait 1 minute then play the excerpt again. Students should answer the questions while they listen.

	d. Name 2 instruments that you hear. ?
	3. _________________________________________

4. _________________________________________

	e. What dynamic do you hear?
	_________________________________________

	f. What tempo do you hear?
	_________________________________________


(After 5 minutes) 
Please look up. Turn to task 8.

TASK 8: 
Listen to “Little Liza Jane” again. Describe the mood or feeling of this piece of music. Discuss how specific parts of the music you heard helped create mood. Use vocabulary from Task 7 and other music terms you have learned to support your answer.  Be sure to write complete sentences.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Play CD Track #1 – “Little Liza Jane” again while students complete task 8.
 (After 5 minutes)

Please look up. Turn to task 9.
TASK 9:

Now that you have listened to “Little Liza Jane” and studied the music score, we will now learn to sing the song.  

· For this task, you will use the music score that appears in your student booklet.  

· First, I will teach you the song, you’ll have a chance to practice it, and then I will ask groups of 4 to perform for me.
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Let us begin.

1. Let’s read through the lyrics together first.  I will read a line, and then you repeat it back to me.

Proctor(s) read the lyrics of the first four bars [call].  Indicate to students that they should repeat these lyrics [response].  Proceed through each line.  Point out which words comprise the ‘verse’ and the ‘chorus.’

2. Great work so far!  Now, let's learn the melody.  I'm going to play a CD that has a performer singing the song.  As you listen, pay attention to which lines have a similar melody. Follow along as she sings – don't sing back, just listen closely.

Play CD Track# 2 – “Little Liza Jane solo singer.”  Repeat if necessary.
3. Now we'll practice the song together through call and response. Remember to follow along with your score and listen as the soloist sings a line, then we’ll all sing that line back together. Watch me for your cue to come in.
Play Track #3 – “Little Liza Jane call and response”, conducting students so they enter on time.  Repeat if necessary.
4. Excellent!  Now, we’re going to sing the whole song together with piano accompaniment. Watch me for your cue to come in.   

Play CD Track #4 – “Little Liza Jane accompaniment”.   Proctor may sing along and conduct students. Repeat if necessary.  

5. In just a moment, I will be calling you up in groups of four to perform the song. When it’s your turn, I’ll ask you to sing either the verse (the first two lines) or the chorus (the last two lines). You will have a partner singing with you. Let’s practice together now as a class in two groups.

Assign half of the class to sing the verse and half the class to sing the chorus. Play CD Track #4– “Little Liza Jane accompaniment” and conduct students to sing along. Switch verse and chorus groups and sing along to CD Track #4 again.
6. Very nice singing everyone. Before we start the performance part of our assessment, I'll give everyone a few minutes to go over the song in your seats.  Read through the words and practice singing the melody softly.  If you would like to work with someone next to you, you may.

After three minutes, say:  

7. We will now start the performances.  I'll call students up in groups of four. I will assign two students in each group to sing the verse together and two students to sing the chorus together. I'll conduct each group so that you know when it’s your time to sing. While you wait for your turn, listen closely to your fellow performers and follow along with your score as a respectful audience member.  Keep in mind that we are looking for strong individual performance and also an awareness of your performance within an ensemble.  Try to keep going, even if you make a mistake. 
Proctor calls up students in groups of four and assigns two to sing the verse and two to sing the chorus. (If you have an odd number of students, you may ask for a volunteer to sing again, or you may call up a group of 5 and have 3 students sing on a part together.)
Play CD Track #4 – “Liza Jane accompaniment”


Use the remaining time to hear each student’s performance. 
After each group of students has performed, you may choose to have them complete the student self-assessment form. Give student the Self-Assessment Worksheet to complete and turn in to their teacher following the assessment.
	 
	4 YES
	3 YES BUT
	2 NO BUT
	1 NO

	1.What is the tempo of the song

	Andante or

= 110 or

110
	
	
	Anything other than Andante or     = 110 or

110..

	2. What is the time signature of this song?

	4/4
	
	
	Anything other than 4/4

	3.  Draw a circle around the dynamic marking for forte. 


	Circles just the f in measure 9
	 
	 
	Circles any dynamic other than the f in measure 9.

	4. What does the double bar line indicate?

	Completes the task indicating that he/she understands that the double bar line represents the end of a piece.  (i.e. end, stop, final, last)
	 
	 
	Gives an answer that indicates an incorrect understanding of the double bar line.

	5. Label steps and leaps
Answer:

same – step – step  - leap

	Answers all 4 correctly
	Answers 3 of 4 correctly
	Answers fewer than 3 correctly
	Attempts to complete the task, but answers 0 of 3 correctly

	6: Rhythmic Composition


	Completes a 2 measure rhythm correctly (adhering to the 4/4 time signature) and does not repeat a measure.
	Completes a 2 measure rhythm correctly (adhering to the 4/4 time signature), but one of the measures is repeated.
	Completes 1 measure of rhythm correctly (adhering to the 4/4 time signature), but the second measure is incomplete or incorrect.
	Attempts to complete, but neither measure adheres to the 4/4 time signature.

	7a. Instrument Choice
Answer: Drums, Trumpet, Saxophone, Voices, Bass, guitar, trombone, clarinet

	Names two instruments, both of which are in the recording.
	Names two instruments, but only one is the recording.
	Names only one instrument which is in the recording.  Leaves the other space blank
	Does not correctly name any instruments from the recording.

	7b. Dynamic Choice
	mf  or medium loud or

f or loud
	
	
	Anything other than mf or medium loud or f or loud

	7c. Tempo Choice


	Andante or
Medium
	
	
	Anything other than Andante or Medium

	8a. Describe the mood or feeling of this piece of music. Discuss how specific parts of the music you heard helped create mood.
	Indicates a mood or feeling that is appropriate and makes clear and strong connections to musical evidence from the recording.
	Indicates a mood or feeling that is appropriate but makes only adequate or no connections to musical evidence from the recording.
	Indicates a mood or feeling that is not completely appropriate but makes adequate connections to musical evidence from the recording.
	Indicates a mood or feeling that is not appropriate and does not make adequate connections to musical evidence from the recording.

	8b. Content (demonstrated understanding of content and ideas)
	Identification and description of features reflect fully informed knowledge and understanding of the selected piece of music and techniques, no misconceptions or misapplication of terms or ideas evident; examples described and explained as supporting evidence from the work reflect full understanding of mood and feeling; non-obvious, but relevant and evidence based, observations reflect understanding of intended musical effects; precise and correct use of technical and specific vocabulary shows proficient grasp of material 
	Identification and description of features reflects informed knowledge and understanding of the selected piece of music and techniques; minor misconceptions or slight misapplication of terms or ideas evident, but does not undermine demonstration of basic understanding; examples described and explained as supporting evidence from the work reflect  basic understanding of mood and feeling; relevant, evidence based, observations reflect understanding of intended musical effects; correct use of specific vocabulary shows satisfactory grasp of material
	Identification and description of features reflects limited knowledge and understanding of the selected piece of music and techniques; some misconceptions or misapplication of terms or ideas evident; limited use of examples described and explained as supporting evidence from the work reflect  developing understanding of mood and feeling; limited evidence based, observations reflect developing understanding of intended musical effects; instances of limited or incorrect use specific vocabulary shows developing grasp of material
	Identification and description of features do not reflect knowledge and understanding of the selected piece of music or  techniques; basic misconceptions and/or missing or misapplication of terms or ideas evident; examples described and explained as supporting evidence from the work do not reflect understanding of mood and feeling; missing or irrelevant evidence used reflects lack of understanding of intended musical effects; imprecise, incorrect, of lack of  use of technical and specific vocabulary does not show  grasp of material

	8c. Development

(organization and presentation of arguments and ideas) 
	Response comprehensively addresses the prompt and is consistent with the task and its purpose and audience, all aspects of the prompt addressed; responses are well-developed and coherently structured with an obvious and engaging topic sentence and relevant and convincing supporting detail sentences based on examples from the work; ideas are clearly arranged and flow logically from one supporting idea to the next from beginning to the end. 
	Response generally addresses the prompt and is consistent with the task and its purpose and audience; responses are coherent with a clear and effective topic sentence and relevant supporting detail sentences based on the work; ideas flow and progress logically from one supporting idea to the next  


	Response addresses some aspects of the prompt; some inconsistencies with the task and its purpose and audience evident;  response is under-developed, topic sentence and main ideas are not clear; supporting detail sentences are unrelated to evidence from the work and/or do not support the main idea in some instances; some ideas seem out of place and do not flow logically from one supporting idea to the next 


	Response does not  address the prompt and/or is inconsistent with the task and its purpose and audience; responses are undeveloped and incoherent; topic sentence is missing or unclear; supporting detail sentences are missing or unrelated to the selected work; missing or undeveloped supporting ideas do not flow or progress logically from one supporting point to the next  

	8d. Analysis

(demonstrates quality of argument and evidence presented)
	Description related to the selected piece is supported with specific and convincing evidence from the work; evidence and examples are relevant and insightful; non-obvious, but plausible and evidence-based  explanations of how music creates mood or feeling reflects uniquely informed perspective   
	Description related to the selected piece is supported with specific evidence from the work; evidence and examples are relevant; explanations of how music creates mood or feeling reflect an informed perspective 
	Description related to the selected piece is supported with some evidence from the work; evidence and/or examples are unrelated; limited or under-supported explanations of how music creates mood or feeling reflects a developing perspective and analysis
	Description related to the selected piece is not supported with specific evidence from the work; evidence and examples are missing or irrelevant or incorrect; implausible or unrelated explanations of how music creates mood or feeling does reflect informed perspective and/or analysis

	8e. Writing Conventions


	Response adheres to rules for writing complete sentences and paragraphs; no errors in spelling, end-of-sentence punctuation marks, or capitalization evident; no sentence fragments or run-ons. Writing is clear and accessible. 
	Response generally adheres to rules for writing complete sentences and  paragraphs; one or two minor errors in sentence punctuation or spelling does not impact clarity or readability of the response; correct use of end-of-sentence punctuation marks and capitalization applied appropriately.  
	Response inconsistently adheres to rules for writing complete sentences; some instances of missing or incorrect punctuation evident; misspellings and/or errors in capitalization; grammatical errors impact readability of response in some instances.  
	Response does not indicate command or understanding of basic sentence and paragraph mechanics; several instances of incomplete and/or run-on sentences; numerous misspellings and/or errors in capitalization and punctuation impact readability and clarity of the response.

	9a. Performance – Individual Accuracy

	Sings the complete song using appropriate vocal technique, with accurate rhythm, tempo, pitch, and diction.
	Sings the complete song with appropriate vocal technique but rhythm, pitch, tempo or diction are inconsistent.
	Sings the complete song but there is very limited ability to hold pitch and sing appropriate rhythms.
	Does not complete the song (e.g. only sings a note or two and stops).

	9b. Performance – Ensemble Participation

	Performs with observable sensitivity to his/her peer singers, adjusts tempo and pitch independently when appropriate; sustains strong tempo and pitch. 
	Performs with some observable sensitivity to his/her peer singers, independently adjusts tempo and pitch when appropriate, but unable to sustain strong tempo and pitch. 
	Performs with little regard to tempo, pitch of his/her peer singers, but is able to adjust pitch and tempo when asked to do so. Unable to sustain steady tempo and pitch. 
	Performs without regard for his/her peer singers.  Unable to adjust pitch and tempo when asked. Unable to sustain tempo and pitch. 

	9c. Respond to varying demands of audience, task, and/or purpose 
	Skillfully adapts performance according to audience, task, and/or purpose given for task; performance displays strong understanding of nuances and appropriate adjustments to tempo, pitch and phrasing. 
	Attempts to adapt performance according to audience, task and/or purpose, but is not always successful in making appropriate adaptations; displays some understanding of nuances and performance shows some evidence of change in tempo, pitch and phrasing.
	Performance shows occasional attempts to adapt performance according to audience, task and/or purpose, but these are largely unsuccessful; little change in tempo, pitch and phrasing throughout performance; shows occasional inconsistent evidence of understanding of nuances.
	Performance shows little or no awareness of the audience, task, and/or purpose; little or no change in tempo, pitch and phrasing throughout performance; no evidence of understanding of nuances.


Materials Needed:


Proctor Booklet, which contains scripting for proctor to read


Audio CD provided by the NYC Department of Education


Audio Player such as a computer with CD playback or a CD player


Student Exam Booklets


Grading Booklet


Please note - the prompts for proctors to read aloud to students are written in red.  Speak slowly and clearly when reading these directions directives.  Remind students to read and re-read the directions for all tasks.  If students finish the assessment early, encourage them to go back and review their work. Student pages are indicated by the blue boxes in the proctor booklet.








