8th Grade Composition Exercise
Developed by Classroom Teacher Rick Faulkner and Facilitator Justin Hines 

at TAG Scholars

1. Create a four-measure rhythm using the rhythm blocks below.  Put repeat signs at the beginning and end.  You may use a block more than once.  Tap your rhythm to see if you like it.

2. Add pitches to your rhythm, using the C pentatonic scale. (If you feel adventurous, you may try using the full C major scale).  Remember the things we learned last time about making a good melody (combination of steps and skips, a nice shape, etc.)

3. Write your melody on staff paper, then take it to the keyboard to test it out.  Remember to play the repeat!

4. Revise your melody, then play it again.  If you have extra time, go back to step 1 and write a second melody.

5. When you have your melody the way you want it, copy it NEATLY, at the bottom of your staff paper.

Rhythm Blocks
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C Major Pentatonic Scale
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